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lhis is ia rasroaso to your raquast fer aombmts aa the poseitiility af tLa 
Dagartaent takiaE eivi2 or erssiaal proaecation aettm a,gatast ths Oeaeral 
Electri,c Companp for deposition of PCa siaterial at their 14th 8treet plant 
in Oakland, Cali.forni.a. 

Before addreasins tlze le$al question, I have provided a brief history of the 
G.R. plant in the foilocaing discussion. The facility comprises about 24 acres 
of land which tas been pronressively developed end redeveloped over tnc+ny years 
witii tha eArliest buildings dating frorx 1925. Yt operated as a motnr and 
transforme.r asserabxy pinnt from 1927 to 1948 and as a trane£ormer eaanufacturing 
plant froa► 1948 until 1975. Usage of Pyranol (G.E. trade nae ►e for PCB's) in 
transformers began in tlse ear2y 1930's aad was terainated, according to C.E. 
in 1968. Total usage of PCB's is Aot accurately docamented. , 

After 1968 PCS usage ws apparentiT ■!nl:ised and related only to oacasional 
PCB-filled transtormars. Saae PCS•s >lere stored oa-site until 1975 shen all 
sncb materials vara returnad to the lbnsanto Cdaaical, vonpany. A large tCB 
storage tank vas subsequently recroved and YCE's now handled on-site are iiaiteod 
to the storage of transformer oil (a aonrPCB mineral .oil, lOC oil) aoataainated 
vith PCE's. 

Gurrentiy the facility conducts electrical and nechanical repairs for modium 
to 2arge industrial and utility equipment caanufactured by C.E. Present 
transformer repairs i.nvoive ibC oil. In aooae cases the transformers are 
contaacinated with loa+ levels of PCE's. During repair, the lOC oil is 
removed, filtered, and piaced back into the transformer. 2n cases vbere 
the transformer cannot be repaired and must be discarded, G.E. claims the 
lOC oil is drueraed and storel on-site. 

Ifurinp, the sueaner of 1979 Aasardoua PSatarials Nanag+anent Section inspectors 
visited the facility and collected sotl surface saaples. Subs quent analysis 
indicated moderate (63 1*173 ppa~ surface eonta ~nination br PCB' ~e~ ; M:F041raber 
29, 1979 an administrative iavestigation and clean-up order vas issued to 
C.E. by the nerkeleT M4S offLce. 4'he order directed C.E. to eonduct a 
detailed iweatigation of the facility to deteratine tha eatent of !CE 
eontamination apd subsequently to provide a plan of correctLon. - 
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C.lt., vith tha aid of a local emgineering consulting fira, conducted an 
t:svastigation of tha facility during ths spring and ssasner of 1980. The 
litvestlgation included the co2lectioa of a larg4  nuaber of soil ssmples and 
groundwater semplss tltrougb borings. Malysis of the aaaples indicated that 
!Cb aoil eontanlsatim #s vSdaspread tbroaghoat ths facility. but that the 
~snderlyisu groaadvatec, s~a far, appears oot to be`eontaminated. ?hs greatest 
contasination occurs in the area occupird by several iarga storage tants. 
ander nhich a eiubsurface deposit of transformar oil (about 15,000 gal) i►as 
found. Tha oil aas contaainated witb saveral thoussnd parts per a1113on 
of PCB•e. The oil ie allegedly the reault of inadvsrtant laskaga froa tbe 
storage tanks. Additionally, it Nas iearned by intarviawing plant amployeea 
that PCS's may in the pamt have bee:t disposed in escavated pits ou-site. 
Seisoaic iavastigation of the property, however, failed to fiad any covered , 
pits. • 	~.. _ : ~ :.:n. 
In addition to the C.B. oct-site investigations, the DMS end the Bay Area 
Hegional Water Quaiity Gontrol 8oard are determining whether PCBe have ' 
migrated from the property. This is being done by anaiygis of watez welis 
in the area and surface soil samples taken from neighboring induetries and 
residences. 

A prel3minary meeting has baem hs].d by DORB, tha RWQCB and G.R. off icials to 
discuss alternative rem"Ll pians. Various options taclude (1) complete 
removal of ail contaminated soil (over 200,000 eubic yards); (2) selectiva 
reraoval of the sost coatanivated soil and secure_ oa-sita contaiment of ths 
remainder; and (3) ost-sits chamical or phYsi,cal extraetion or treatoent of 
tha soix. 

The agencies ara now asking that O.E. conduct stveral other investigations to 
better delineate the eontaminated areas. The V.S. Enviroroneatal Protection 
Agency has also offered to provide th;e State eitb technical aid !.n asaessing 
the data and developing an acceptable eorrection of'the problem. 

In order for the DOHS to consider legai action against G.E. it would have to 
be proven that PCB wastes were disposed of on-site after November 1977. 
At that time State hazardous regulations were promuigated in Chapter 30, 
Division 6, Title 22 of the California Administrative Code which authorized 
ths DOFtS to regvlato on--sits disposal of hasardaus wastas. Altbough 
intentional dmnping of PCE's and ot2tat cheat,eais aay bava occnsred on tha 
property in tha past, w ba7a obtainad no avideeres so faT t'hat such activities 
aess occurring aftsr 1977. 

It ts c2aar that considerabla PCi spillaga aed laddrtg has ocaarrad os the 
Q.B. property Sa tha past. iia 2swa fouad siany such propertiss 3n the 
Sss rrantisco Say Area ovaz tbs Lat two yaars. Altbonsh tha carelass 

YOS OAK 03565 



~ 

E.l. Coilins 	-3- 	Oetober 23, 19s0 

handlisRg and spillickg of hasardous cbmdeals onto the ].and vithoat proper 
clean-ap is not legal acaording to Title 22, CAC, va have stresssd elsan-up 
and correction rather than prosscatLon bdcansa of tba diffLenitiea of 
establishin.g the tLee that the spiLling o3r leak.ing occarred. Only in 
cases of brssen fiaaping, oY whan affidavits froa witnasses ara arsaiLabie, 
bave ve subnitted cases for lagal actias. 

Re vill cont3aue oar larastigatl,ons of tbs C.E. sontaaiaatLcm problen with 
the parpose of 1) gatbiwiug lnforsat3on neadsd to defina potamtial onviron- 
■entai and public bealth basards, 2) Sathsr data neadea to =mmsdy the problsm 
and 3) s ,athar evida►cs that intsatioaal dumping occarrsd aftar Roreaber, 
1977, If wa do fimd ewi,deaee in regard to itea 3 ae wf12 sabait •it to lagal 
staff for their consideration. 	, 

cc: Marsha Croninger 	_ 
Legal Division  
714 P Street, Rm. 1216 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
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